AROUND THE NATION 


Drug Ring Broken 
In N.Y., Texas Raids 

NEW YORK— Hundreds of 
federal and local agents disman- 
tled an “absolutely vicious” gun- 
running Jamaican narcotics ring 
in overnight raids in New York 
and Texas, the FBI said yester- 
day. 

James M. Fox, head of the 
FBI New York office, estimated 
that the gang, called the Gully- 
men Posse, took in more than 
$100 million in the last five 
years and carried out at least 10 
killings on orders of its leader, 
Eric Vassell. 

Vassell escaped arrest and 
was believed to be in the New 
York area, officials said. Eight- 
een of 42 alleged posse mem- 
bers were arrested. If con- 
victed, all face life in prison on 
narcotics conspiracies and rack- 
eteering charges that include 
murder, said Andrew J. 
Maloney, the federal prosecutor 
in Brooklyn. They also are ac- 
cused of money laundering and 
obtaining fraudulent passports 
and green cards. 

“Among their own, they were 
vicious, absolutely vicious,” Fox 
said. “This guy Vassell would, 
kill his own people for a serious 
reason or for a trivial reason. 
He killed someone because that 
person said something nasty to 
his sister.” 

Magazine Liable for Ad 

■ MONTGOMERY, Ala.— A 

jury found Soldier of Fortune 
magazine liable for $12.4 million 
in damages for running a “gun 
for hire" ad blamed in the 1985 
killing of a businessman. 

A lawyer for the sons of a 
Richard Braun had urged the 
U.S. District Court jury to send 
a message to publishers by rul- 
ing that the classified ad was 
responsible for Braun’s death. 
The sons argued that Braun’s 
business associate, Bruce Gast- 
wirth, used the ad placed by 
Kevin Savage to have their fa- 
ther killed. Gastwirth, Savage 


and two associates were con- 
victed and sentenced in the slay- 
ing. 

Attorneys for the magazine, 
which stopped running such ads 
in 1986, argued in the First 
Amendment case that the pub- 
lication should not be held liable 
and that publishers have no duty 
to research the background of 
their advertisers. 

Dead Boy’s Mother Held 

■ MIAMI — Even with a head 
fracture and a brain injury, a 
small boy may have clung to life 
for three days after his mother 
and her roommate abandoned 
him on a bed of leaves in front of 
a house, police said. 

The mother. Ana Marie Car- 
dona, 29, and her companion, 
Olivia Gonzalez-Mendoza, 24, 
were held without bond on first- 
degree murder and child-abuse 
charges in the death pf Lazaro 
Figueroa, 3. His tortured body 
was found Nov. 2, four days af- 
ter the two women admitted to 
leaving him “alive but injured,” 
police said. 

The toddler began bleeding 
from a head injury Oct. 29, but 
the Women did not take him to a 
hospital because they feared the 
police and state Health and Re- 
habilitative Services workers, 
who had put the boy and his sis- 
ter under state supervision two 
years ago after Cardona left the > 
children with a babysitter and 
did not come back for three 
months. 

Galileo to Pass by Earth 

■ The Galileo spacecraft bound 
for Jupiter, launched 14 months 
ago, is scheduled to whip around 
Earth today, using tips planet’s 
gravity to boost its speed. It is 
expected to study Earth as if it 
were an alien world as it passes 
at about 30,700 mph. 

Its closest approach will be at 
3:35 a.m. EST over the West- 
ern Atlantic, according to offi- 
cials at the Jet Propulsion Lab- 
oratory in Pasadena, Calif- But 
it will be difficult to see even 
with a telescope. 
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